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The A. S. F. K. is completing yet another successful year,

moving forward with a deluge of activities. Since from the
beginning of the year 2020, the entire world is suffering due to
the Covid 19 pandemic, the disease has drastically changed
our daily routines. Each one of us had to get changed to the
new situation. As a result no more outreach activities could be
taken up by ASFK since March 2020. In spite of this major
barrier for successful conduct of the activities, the EC was able
to prepare DPR and enrolled members for formation of Kodagu
Buzzing Bee Cluster an ambitious project of ASFK to be
implemented in association with College of Forestry,
Ponnampet with financial assistance from Khadi and Village
Industries Commission, Govt. of India. An article on bee forage
resources of Kodagu district had been given in this issue as part
of creation of awareness on bee forage plants which is
essential for successful beekeeping.

Due to the Covid-19 many of the youths have returned to
their villages and developing interest in farm and farm based
activities. At this juncture it is the prime duty of the
developmental departments and organisations like ASFK, to
cater to their needs, provide them with required technical
know how to make the farming activity as a profitable venture,
so that all them will remain in the farming activity giving a new
fillip to the farm productivity. Hence, the ASFK is planning for a
series of outreach activities in the days to come.

The EC wishes all its members a happier, healthier and safer
life filled with prosperity
With warm regards R. N. Kencharaddi
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EXTRACTS OF ANNUAL REPORT OF
ASFK FOR THE YEAR 2019-20

The first combined EC meeting was held on 23" July 2019 at ASFK office, college
of forestry, Ponnampet. The outgoing EC lead by President, Mr. Babu K.R.,
officially handed over the responsibilities of the forum to the newly elected
body. It was decided to conduct all future programs of ASFK with sponsorships
only and not to utilize the ASFK fund. Discussions were held regarding clonal
propagation programme, coffee raking machine, renewal of long pending ASFK
registration, managing of ASFK website and membership drive for ASFK.

The 2™ EC meeting was held on 30" October 2019 at ASFK office, college of
forestry, Ponnampet. Mr Babu K.R., past president gave a detailed presentation
about the KVIC proposal for setting up a honey cluster project in Kodagu through
ASFK. The EC gave in principle approval to go ahead with the project proposal
after looking into the ASFK by-laws before getting into profit making ventures.
Other topics like renewal of ASFK registration and Foundation Day celebration
was discussed.

The 3" EC meeting was held on 28" November 2019 at ASFK office, CoF,
Ponnampet. Mr Babu K.R., past president appraised all the EC members about
the PPR prepared for the honey project and it was decided to present the entire
project details during the Foundation Day.

The Foundation Day of ASFK was held on 3™ December 2019 at Spice Rack Hall,
Gonikoppal with an active participation of about 60 members. Mr C..P Appanna,
Rtd General Manager, NABARD and member of ASFK, gave a detailed
presentation about the proposed Kodagu Buzzing Bee Honey Cluster project to
be taken up in association with KVIC and ASFK as Implementing Agency in the
project. It was followed by a technical session from the event sponsors T Stanes
and India Potash Ltd.

The 4" EC meeting was held on 14" February 2020 at Kodava Cultural Association
Hall, Siddapura. Dr C.G. Kushalappa, Dean, CoF, Ponnampet gave a detailed




presentation of the Sustainable Landscapes Project sponsored by
Nedcommodities India with CoF, Ponnampet and requested ASFK to be a project
partners. The project implementation will be from 2020 through 2022. The
project aims to engage a minimum of 500 farmers and 45 students with an
objective of planting about 60000 native tree varieties in the identified areas.
The role of ASFK will be in identification of beneficiary, conducting training
programmes for the identified farmers and transfer of funds to the farmers. Mr.
K.M. Nanaya, one of the Directors of ASFK representing Virajpet taluk was
requested to coordinate the project on behalf of ASFK.

Adetailed discussion was held on KBBHC project status and the EC decided to go
ahead with the beneficiary identification process for the project through ASFK
members only. It was also decided to host the KBBHC at CoF campus at
Ponnampet and enter into a MoU with the UAHS, Shivamogga for the required
land on lease basis for 15 years.

The 5" EC meeting was held on 29" May 2020 at ASFK office, CoF, Ponnampet.
Discussions were held regarding Nedcommodities and KBBHC project. It was
decided to sign an MOU with Nedcommodities for the implementation of
Sustainable Landscape project.

The 6" EC meeting was held on 10" July 2020 at Lions Seva Bhavan, Pollibetta.
Detailed discussions were held about coffee raking machine, Nedcommodities
and honey cluster projects. It was decided to get the 30 coffee raking machines
lying at College of Horticulture, Hiriyur and distribute among the farmers. It was
also decided to write a letter to the technical team at Hiriyur asking for
necessary modifications in the machine.

The 7" EC meeting was held on 7" October 2020 at Riverside Resort, near
Siddapura. Detailed discussions were held about project status of
Nedcommodities and KBBHC. It was decided to host the KBBHC at CoF,
Ponnampet and was suggested to put all required efforts to get approval of the
Board of Directors, UAHS, Shivamoga, in this regard. As per the requirement of
KVIC, a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the name KBBHC for the
implementation of the project was formed ad was to be registered under the




Karnataka Societies Act was discussed in detail. Dr. A.C. Ganapathy, past
president and a permanent advisor to ASFK was proposed to the post of
President/Chairman, Mr Shyam Aiyappa as Secretary and Mr. Babu K.R. as
treasurer for the proposed KBBHC SPV. It was also decided to conduct and EGM to
get approval for the establishment of KBBHC SPV and incorporate required
amendments to the by-laws of ASFK.

The 8" EC meeting was held on 17" November 2020 at Lions Seva Bhavan,
Pollibetta. The draft by-laws prepared for the SPV and passed through legal
opinion from Adv. K.G. Uthappa was presented by Mr Shyam Aiyappa and was
approved by the EC. The draft MoU between ASFK and CoF, Ponnampet was
presented by Dr G.M. Devagiri and was approved through discussed. By-law
amendments/additions were also presented by the secretary Dr.
Bhavishyakumar and was approved through deliberations.

On 24" October 2019 a training programme under national honey mission was
conducted by ASFK in collaboration with KVIC and CoF, Ponnampet CoF campus.
The programme was attended by about 80 trainees from all parts of Kodagu. Dr
Kencharaddi was the resource person for the training programme.

The ASFK was not in a position to conduct any other training programmes/
seminars/workshops because of current covid-19 pandemic situation.




BEE FORAGE RESOURCES OF EVERGREEN
FOREST ECOSYSTEM OF KODAGU

C. N. Nidhi and R. N. Kencharaddi

The bee forage resources are essential for sustainable beekeeping in
a region as honeybees get fulfilled their dietary requirements from
the nectar and pollen produced by the plants. For initiating any
conservation and augmentation measures on bee forage resource it is
essential to know the available sources, their flowering period and
the source they are providing to the bees. Hence, a study was
undertaken at evergreen forest ecosystem of Kodagu to record
different types of bee forage plant resources and also their flowering
period. The bee foraging activity of pollen and nectar collection was
observed in many of the herbs, shrubs, trees and climbers present in
the evergreen forest ecosystem. Apart from Indian bees (Apis cerana
indica Fab- Tuduve jenu), there was also visitation of rock bees (A.
dorsata F.- Hejjenu), little bees (A. florea Fab.) and stingless bees
(Tetragonula irridipennis Smith mooli jenu), on the forage plants.
There were 80 bee forage plant species flowering throughout the
seasons. Monsoon season recorded 18 types of forage resources, of

which three herbs, nine trees and a climber were in flowering. In the

summer season, out of the 19 types of forages available, fifteen




comprised of trees and four were shrubs. A total of 22 plants species

were in bloom during the winter season, comprising of 20 trees, an
herb and a climber. The evergreen forest ecosystem recorded 21
species that were flowering and provided a constant food source for
the honeybees throughout the year. Prominent among them were
herbs (12 species) followed by trees (5 species), shrubs (3 species)
and a climber. Categorization of bee forage species of the evergreen
ecosystem according to their families indicated plants belonging to
44 families. A maximum number of them were from the families of
Asteraceae, Acanthaceae, and Rutaceae (5 species each), followed
by Anacardiaceae, Lamiaceae, Malvaceae, Moraceae (4 species each)
while families of Sapotaceae and Arecaceae had three species each.
The details of the bee forage resources recorded in evergreen forest
ecosystem of Kodagu district along with their common names

scientific names, flowering period , the source provided to the bees

by them have been presentedin Table 1.
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OBITUARY

Mr. Nellira M. Poonacha, Life member and Past President
Mr. Ballachanda C. Nanjappa, Life member and Advisor
Mr. Kambiranda A. Nanjappa, Life member
Mr. C. T. Subbaiah, Life member
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VISION OF THE FORUM ~
To be a leading organization of * AGRI

excellence and to serve the farming
community of the district by pooling SCIENC

the knowledge and experience of K

graduates in agriculture and allied

sciences (like, horticulture, College
marketing, fisheries, animal Ponna

husbandry, dairy technology, *  Kodagu

sericulture and forestry) who hail ]
from Kodagu and live across the Email: asfk
country and world.
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